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10 Ways to Pray for Barack Obawa

By Lee Grady, Senior Editor
Charisma Magazine

Whether you are happy about thisweek'selection
resultsor not, all Christians mustunite in prayer for our
new president. Please don't forsake thisresponsibility.

It's over. We've reached the end of the longest,
angriest and most nerve-wracking presidential
campaign in American history. Finally the "l approved
this message” ads have ceased. The endless robot
phone calls have stoppedringing. Thedebates, and the
annoying post-debate comments from "experts,” are
history- until the nextelectioncycle.

More than half the nation is celebrating today
while others are mourning. Weareadivided nation, split
intounhappy fragmentsbyabortion, gay marriage, global
warming, a failed economy and an unpopular war.
Those who voted for Barack Obama have claimed a
historic victory; some on McCain's side are already
looking for scapegoats. Politics is politics.

But when I got up this morning, | turned all my
attention to the fact that Jesus Christ is still on the
throne. His government is what is most important.
Regardless of whositsinthe Oval Office, the Bible says
"the nationsare like a drop from a bucket"to God
(Is.40:15,NASB). That includes the United States.
We may boastabout being "the greatest nation onearth,"
butHe whositsin heaven hasadifferent perspective. Let's
take a big sigh of relief now and remember that God is
sovereign.

I'll admit this election did not turn out as | had
hoped. | supported McCain primarily because | am
pro-life and I prefer hissmall-government mindset. But
now that the election is over, I'm not going to harbor
bitterness toward Obama supporters or go into attack
mode. Obama has been elected president of this
country, and thatmeans Ihave a biblical responsibility
tosupporthim inprayer-even if I challenge his policies.

Whether you voted for Obama or not, you
need to pray for him. Here are 10 ways | plan to
intercede for him regularly:

1. Pray for Obama's protection. We already
know that some weird, neo-Nazi fanatics in
Tennessee plotted to kill Sen. Obama during his
campaign. Let's pray that racist hatred is notallowed
to spread. Let's cancel every assassin's bullet in
the name of Jesus. May civility triumph over bigotry.

2. Cover his wife and daughtersin prayer. It
isnot easy to live under constantmediascrutiny. Pray
for Obama'’s wife, Michelle, and their two daughters,
Malia and Natasha, as they face invasive cameras,
nosy reporters, maniacal fans and dangerous
enemies. Obama is not only a politician but also a
husband and a father.

3. Pray that Obama will govern with God's
wisdom. God rewarded Solomon because he asked
for wisdom instead of wealth, long life or vengeance
on his enemies (see 1Kings3:11-12). Pray that
Obama will order his priorities like that. Despite
Solomon'stragiccharacter flaws, hislegacy waswisdom.
We canask Godto give our president the same grace.

4. Ask God to keep our president humble.
Many great American leaders became corrupt after
they moved toWashington. The fatal attraction of
fame, wealth and power proved irresistible. The only
thing thatwill guardamanorwoman fromthis pitfall
ishumility. May God deliver President Obamafromthe
curseof pride.

5. Pray for wise and righteous advisers to
surround him. Godly leaders cannotdo their job
alone. Eventhe best leaders have failed because they
trusted the wrong people. Pray that Obama will not
select his counselors based on party, race, pedigree
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or political cronyism buton godly characterand proven
wisdom. Pray alsothat hewill notallow secret traitors
intohisinnercircle.

6. Ask for the spirit of reconciliation. Some
segments of our deeply divided society want nothing to
dowith Obama now that he has won the presidency.
Even some Christians will be tempted to harbor
resentmentand nurse political grudges throughout his
terminoffice. Pray that God will grant forgivenessand
healing so that leaders on all political levels can have
constructive dialogue.

7. Pray that Obama will adopt pro-life
convictions. Many politicians have changed their views
on key issues while inoffice. In the 1800s some
leaders whofavored slavery later denounced it.In the
1950s some who opposed racial integration later
became champions of it. Even though Obama won
approval from many voters because he sanctions
abortion, God could softenand change hisheart.

8. Bind all evil forcesassignedtomanipulate
our president. The specterof Islamic terrorism looms
over the United States, and dark forces are ready to
infiltrate. Our only hope lies in prayer to the God who
is able toexpose and outwit the schemesof the wicked.
This is truly a time for spiritual warfare, and
intercessors must not come off thewall in this hour!

Pray that noforeigngovernment, terrorist organizationor
demonic principality will use Obama as a tool. We must
stand strong against the spirit of antichrist that promotes
dictatorship, persecution of Christiansand hostility toward
Israel.

9. Pray that Obama's door will remain open to the
church. The loudest voicesof secular culture-from
Bill Maher in Hollywood to atheists in academia-would
be happy ifreligionwere removed from public life. Pray
that Obama, who claims tohavea personal faith in
Jesus Christ, will unapologetically welcome Christian
leaders into hiscompany and seek their counsel. And
pray that false religious leaders (who claimto know
Christbutdeny His power) will nothave hisear.

10. Pray that our nation will enjoy God's peace
and blessing during the Obama administration. The
apostle Paul instructed early believers to pray for all in
authority "so thatwe may lead atranquil and quietlifein
all godlinessanddignity” (1 Tim.2:2, NASB). God's will
is for America to experience peace and prosperity so
that we can continue to export the gospel to the nations.
This must happen whether a Democrat or a Republican
is inthe White House. As we cry out for God's mercy
on our wayward nation, pray that He will allow usto
bealighttothe world aswe finance global missions, feed
and heal the world's poor and share Christ's love athome
and abroad. #



