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The Evil Empire Strikes Again

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., May 05 (PinoyGlobal) -
Sun Tzu, theancient master of the “Artof War,” said 2,500
years ago: “When torrential water tosses boulders, it is
because of itsmomentum. Whenthe strike ofahawk breaks
thebody ofitsprey, itisbecause of timing.” Withthatinmind,
whatthe Evil Empiredidinthe past fewweekscouldn’thave
beenmoretimely.

First, President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo consoli-
dated her political power by taking over asinterim president
of her political parties, KAMPI and LAKAS. Second, her
allies in the House have accelerated the Charter change
(Cha-cha) train to full speed. Third, Rodolfo Noel “Jun”
Lozada, Jr. wasarrested foralleged “perjury.” And fourth,
AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Alexander Yano stepped down 44
daysbefore his scheduled mandatory retirement. Indeed,
with justayeartothe 2010 presidential elections, Gloriahas
gotall herducksinlineandallthe bellsand whistlesin place
thatshe would need inthe event she decidestostay in power
beyond 2010.

OnApril 13,2009, LAKAS Presidentand Speaker
Prospero Nograles,and KAMPI Presidentand Congress-
man Luis Villafuerte simultaneously resigned as leaders of
their respective parties to give Gloria a “direct hand” in
merging the two parties into a powerful political machine.

The House has a small window of opportunity to
pass a resolution to convene Congress as a Constituent
Assembly (Con-Ass) for the purpose of amending the
constitution. However, if the House fails to pass the resolu-
tion by the end of the regular session on June 5, 2009, Cha-
chawill be as good as dead. But with the four Arroyos --

First Sons Juan Miguel and Diosdado, and the First
Gentleman’ssiblings Ignacioand Lourdes -- inthe House
actingas Gloria‘s “whips” to keep their party membersin
line, itishighly probable that Gloriawould getitany which
way she wants.

Thequestionis: Whatif Cha-chadiedinthe House?
Many people believe thatinsuchanevent, Gloriawouldgo
for“Plan B” -- martial law. She would then need the military
to get behind her just like it did when she took over the
presidency in 2001 when Erap Estradawas forcedtoresign
amidstthe EDSA I1“people power revolution.” Butthistime
around, her main concernwould be howto preventanother
“people power” should she decide to stay in power beyond
2010.

Had Gen. Alexander Yano remainedinhis Chief of
Staff postuntil he reached hismandatory retirementage on
June 13,2009, Gloriawould have lost the momentumand
timing she needed to put her “Plan B” in motion. Many
people believe that the four remaining weeks of the regular
session of Congresswould be crucial should Gloriaand her
House allies make afinal push for Cha-cha. lam pretty sure
that if that came to pass, Gloriawould need an AFP Chief
whowould supporther up tothe hilt. And Yano was notthe
man to do that.

It did not come as a surprise then when Yano
stepped down from his post last May 1. Whether he
voluntarily stepped down or notwould be speculative atthis
point. However, as a face-saving gesture, Yano was ap-
pointed asambassador to Brunei.

Inhisplace, Gloriaappointed Gen. Victor Ibrado
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whowasthe Chief of the 80,000-strong Philippine Army.
Andtaking over the Army Chief postwas Lt. Gen. Delfin
Bangit, the South Luzon commander, whois perceivedasan
Arroyo loyalistand her “ManFriday.” Bangitusedto bethe
head of the Presidential Security Group, a position which
requiresabsolute loyalty to the President.

But here is the stinger: Ibrado would reach his
mandatory retirementon March 10, 2010. And guesswho
would most likely be his replacement? Bangit. The timing
would be perfectbecause Bangit’s promotionto Chief of
Staff would happen before March 25, 2010 when the 45-
day ban on appointments to new positions or promotions
was to take effect. And he would be the perfectmanto quell
any publicdisturbances protesting the push for Cha-cha.

As to Lozada’s arrest, why? He’s already been
“neutralized” since the NBN-ZTE Senate investigation col-
lapsed. Inmy opinion, Lozadawasarrested forany or all of
the following reasons: (1) he would be the dog that Gloria
wouldwag todistractthe people as she maneuvers for Cha-
cha; (2) he would be prevented from campaigning for the
opposition candidates; and (3) he would also be prevented
from running for Senator or any other elective office.

Butthere couldbeaMachiavelliantwisttoall these.
Cha-cha could be the ultimate “wag the dog” scheme to
distract the public from her real objectiveswhichare: (1)
bankroll her hand-picked candidate for President; (2) make
sure that her KAMPI-LAKAS congressional candidates
wouldwinoverwhelmingly; (3) she would runfor Congress
herself; (4) she’ll lead the move in the new Congress to
changethe formofgovernmentto parliamentary system; and

(5)the newly elected Presidentwhom she bankrolled would
appointher as Prime Minister of the new Parliament. The
elected Presidentwould then become the ceremonial head
of stateand Prime Minister GloriaMacapagal Arroyowould
reign.

Thisschemeworkedafewyearsagoin Russiawhen
thenPresident Vladimir Putinran for Member of Parliament.
His protégé, Dmitry Medvedev, ran for President. After
both of them won in the elections, Medvedev appointed
PutinasPrime Minister.

I would notbe surprisedatall if Gloriawould hand-
pick Vice President Noli de Castroas her party’s candidate
for President. De Castro is the perfect candidate: he is
popularandnon-controversial, he hasnomoney, he doesn’t
have apolitical base, and he is perceived asaweak leader.
Hewouldn’tmindbecomingaceremonial President, afterall
that’swhat he wasaccustomed towhen he wasaceremonial
VicePresidentunder Gloria.

The only thing that could stop Gloriawould be a
strong and united opposition. | wouldn’t be surprised if
Gloriawouldsecretly bankrollanother candidate to weaken
the opposition. Andthisbringstomind Erap Estrada’splan
of running for President, which reminds me of what hap-
pened in the 1992 presidential elections. When Imelda
Marcos ran for President, it weakened the candidacy of
Danding Cojuangco. ButImeldadidn’thaveany moneythen
because all her assets were sequestered by the government.
I wonder who bankrolled her candidacy? It’s funny but
history hasaway of repeating itself.



