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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

Triple Whammy Hits GOP

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., July 7 (PinoyGlobal)
Besetby discontentwithinitsranksafter suffering one of its
worst-- if notthe worst -- defeats in its history, the Grand
OldParty of Abraham Lincolnwas hitwithatriple whammy
inarecentbizarreturnof events.

First, itwas Sen. John Ensign of Nevada. Then, it
was Gov. Mark Sanford of South Carolina. And finally, it
was Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska. All three are on the top of
ashortlistof Republican presidential wannabes forthe 2012
elections.

OnJune 16, 2009, Sen. John Ensign, admitted to
havinganextramarital affairwithamarried campaignaide. In
aflash, hisdream of pursuing higher office was shattered.
Respected by Republicans asasocial conservativeand a
sternadvocate of family values, Ensign’s confession before
a group of reporters in Las Vegas shocked Capitol Hill
which hasbeen rife with speculation that he had aneye for
the presidency. A born-again Christian, the 51-year old
Ensignisanactive member of Promise Keepers, anevan-
gelical group whose missionis “to ignite and unite mento
becomewarriorswhowill changetheirworldthroughliving
out the Seven Promises.” One of Promise Keepers’ core
beliefsisacommitmentto “building strong marriagesand
familiesthrough love, protectionand Biblical values.” Evi-
dently, thatwas a promise which Ensign did not keep.

Forsomeone who had chastised former President
Bill Clintonand former Idaho Senator Larry Craig for their

own sex scandals, Ensign opened himself to charges of
hypocrisy. On June 17, the Las Vegas Sun reported an
unnamed Republican operative as saying, “People have
survived extramarital affairs, buthe'sgotahypocrisy prob-
lemtodeal with. He'sgotaserious hypocrisy problem.”

Butallisnotlostfor Ensign. After his public confes-
sion, hiswifeissuedastatementsaying, “Since we found out
last year we have worked throughthe situationand we have
cometoareconciliation ... With the help of our family and
close friends our marriage has becomestronger." Ensign got
hissecond chancetorepair hismarriage. Astowhether he
iIsgoingtoremaininpoliticsafter histermendsin 2012 is
predicated onwhat he would do to regainthe public’strust.

OnJune 24,2009, Gov. Mark Sanford, inapress
conference, admitted to having an extramarital affair with
Argentine MariaBelen Chapur in Buenos Aires. Inmy last
week’sarticle, “For Love of Maria,” I said, “He was on top
oftheworld: he hadalovingand politically savvy wife; four
promising sons; and was Chairman of the Republican Gov-
ernors Association, apositionthatearned hima“ticket” for
apossible runforthe White House. Had he played his cards
right, he could have beenthe front-runner for the Republican
presidential primary in 2012. But for love of Maria, that
dreamwas shattered... forever.”

Butinanemotional --albeitremorseless -- interview
withthe mediaaweek later, Sanford admitted that he visited
Mariamore times than what he admitted to aweek ago. He
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saidthathewoulddie “knowingthat | had metmy soul mate.”
He also admitted that they metata dance spotin Uruguay
eightyearsago, notin New York during the 9/11 attacks.
Butone sentence saysitall whenhesaid, “Thiswasawhole
lot more than a simple affair, this was a love story -- a
forbiddenone, atragicone, butalove story atthe end of the
day.” That’sdreadfully poignant.

Butinspite of Sanford’s professed love for Maria,
hiswife Jennyissuedastatementwhichsays: “Thereal issue
now isone of forgiveness. lamwilling to forgive Mark for his
actions. We have been deeply disappointed in and even
angry at Mark. The Bible says, "Inyouranger do notsin."
(Psalm 4:4) Inthis situation, this speaks to the essence of
forgivenessandthe critical need to channel one'senergy into
positive steps that uphold the dignity of marriage and the
family, andleadtoreconciliation overtime. My forgiveness
isessential for usboth to move onwith our lives, with peace,
inwhatever direction that may take us.” Jenny iswillingto
forgive. Butis Markwillingto forgethisromanticaffairwith
Maria? Timewilltell.

Callsforhisresignationas governorwere made but
hestood hisgroundsaying thatheis “fittogovernandhasno
planstoresign.” He vowedtofinishthe remaining 18 months
ofhisterm.

Butitisadifferentstory for Gov. Sarah Palinwho
announced lastJuly 3,2009 thatshe will not seek reelection
in 2010 and will resign as governor of Alaska because --
listentothis--she didn’twantto be a“lame duck” for the
remainder of her term. Her sudden and unexpected an-
nouncement struck the Republican Party like a freezing
Alaskantsunami.

Washington political punditswere speculating that
Palincould be preparing herselftorunforthe U.S. Senate or
the presidency. While it might appear -- for now -- as a
cunningly planned move, her decisionto quitthe governor-
shipmidway could create abacklashthat could putanend

to her political life. Assomeone once said, “Awinner never
quits and a quitter never wins.” And once her image of a
“quitter” sinksinon people’smind, she would never regain
her political power; thus, relegating herasanon-entity inUS
politics. That’sworse thanbeinga“lame duck.”

There werealso speculationsthatascathingarticle
published inthe VVanity Fair magazine --which,among other
things, called Palin“the sexiestand the riskiestbrand inthe
Republican Party” -- could have a devastating effect on
Palin’s psyche. However, the day after herannouncement,
she laid the “groundwork” to take a larger role -- and calls
ita“higher calling” --to unite the country along her brand of
conservatism. Can she do it as a private citizen from her
homeinWasilla, Alaskaor isshe going tostorm Washington,
DC andestablishacommand base for her crusade against
the non-believers of what she stood for? That remainsto be
seen.

With the departure of Ensign, Sanford, and Palin
fromthe 2012 presidential derby, the Republican Party is hit
withatriplewhammy thatvirtually demolished the party’s
competitiveness against the hitherto formidable Obama
political machine.

Today, leaderless and rudderless, the Republican
Party isawash inaturbulentsea of uncertainty. Recently,
Newt Gingrichhasbeenidentified asa“top contender” for
apresidential runin 2012 and that he “isalready planting
someseedsin lowa, NewHampshire.” Can Gingrich--who
will be 69 yearsoldin2012 --run the gauntletand survive
the tortuous “punishment” a presidential candidate must
endure?

Canthe Grand Old Party survive thisrecenttriple
whammy? Or would it become, as some pundits say, the
“Grand Obsolete Party” which needs to be retooled to meet
the challenges ofa21stcentury America?



